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Preface

The Monograph on Barytes is the fifteenth in the series, "Mineral Facts and Problems" brought out
by this Department.

02. It is a matter of pride that India is endowed with the World’s largest single barytes deposit at
Mangampeta in Andhra Pradesh having as high as 61 million tonnes of recoverable reserves. Also India
ranks second in the world, in barytes production.

03. Barytes is very important and vital to the petroleum industry. The industry consumes more than-

80% of the World's barytes production as a weighting material in oil well drilling muds. In India, oil well

drilling industry and. chemical industry account for about 80 percent and 15 percent of the total
consumption respectively.

04. India is in a very comfortable position with regard to reserves of barytes not only to meet the
domestic requirement but also to cater to export needs in 1992-93 and 1993-94. India exported 38,130
tonnes and 50,335 tonnes of barytes valued at Rs. 3.38 cropes and 4.83 crores respectively. The export
prospects depend on the level of drilling activities in oil and gas industries in important petroleum
producing countries. In view of the anticipated expansion in oil and gas well drilling activities almost all

“over the world, the demand for barytes is expected to grow in the coming years and India can look at
assured export market. ;

" 05.The monograph provides comprehensive information on barytes. It covers geology, prospecting
and exploration, Indian and World deposits and reserves, mining, benificiation, uses, specifications and
consumption, trade, outlook and prospects as well as a world review.

- 06, It is hoped that the monograph would serve as a useful reference book to barytes producers,
exporters, consumers, industrialists, research students of geology and miningand also to the Government
Departments dealing with mines and minerals,

M Y 1) P,

Nagpur : (O.P.SACHDEVA)
Dated : August, 1995 ° CONTROLLER GENERAL
INDIAN BUREAU OF MINES
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